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southern continent passed their days. They
saw a typical flock of many hundred sheep,
whose passing made a sound like heavy thunder-
rain as the soft soil broke beneath their feet;
they saw the hardy boundary-riders shepherd-
ing them as they flowed on torrent-wise, and
the paddocks, large as counties, in which they
pastured. It was an object-lesson as to one
of the great resources of the Empire.
Nor was some recreation omitted in the
midst of this tale of strenuous days. The
Duke, whose reputation as a shot is well
known, had one day set apart that he might
see what sport Australia can afford and com-
pare it with his youthful experiences. Big
game, such as kangaroo and wallaby, are
scarcely to be found now except in distant
stations, so quail and hare formed the staple
of the " bag," but the shooting was a pleasant
interlude, and gave His Royal Highness some
relaxation at his favourite sport.
The net gain of this Royal visit to the Aus-
tralian colonies is best summed up from their
own words. ** We are all Imperialists now,"
says one of their organs, " in the sense that
every one recognises how closely the Empire
hangs together, and how any one part shares
the fortunes of the whole. The visible work
of nationhood, after all, is that line of fighting